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Special Edition: Remembering Dr. Norman Adrian Wiggins (1924-2007)

A Remarkable Legacy

Norman Adrian Wiggins was a model of leadership and service at
Campbell University, said Dean Melissa Essary. He founded our
Law School during a time when Chapel Hill, Wake Forest, and Duke
dominated the state s legal education sector, but it took very little
time for Campbell to develop an outstanding reputation for academic
integrity, ethics education, and professional preparation for the practice
of law. Dr. Wiggins had a keen awareness for opportunities that would
raise Campbell s visibility as a model for results-oriented legal educa-
tion, and we look forward to continuing his legacy.

While the passing of Dr. Wiggins is a time for grieving, the legacy that
he leaves at the School of Law is remarkable. When the School of Law
was created in 1976, it was the rst new law school in North Carolina
since 1940. Thanks to outstanding teaching faculty and an enthusiastic
student base, Campbell Law quickly established itself as one of the
state s premier institutions of legal education. With bar passage rates
that have on average led all North Carolina law schools for the past 15
years, Campbell Law has indeed earned its place among the regions
most elite programs.

Former Campbell Law Dean and current Campbell Professor of Law,
Pat Hetrick, expressed his sadness about the loss of Dr. Wiggins.

Dr. Wiggins was a great man and a great friend. His heart was always
devoted to the success of the Law School and our students, and he
focused on goals that would enhance our academic reputation, faculty
development, and student success.

Dr. Wiggins—Chancellor, Former President of Campbell
University, and the namesake of our law school—

died Wednesday, August 1, 2007 at a Winston-Salem
hospital. He was 83.

The faculty, staff, and students of the Norman Adrian
Wiggins School of Law join the entire Campbell
University community in mourning the loss of

Dr. Wiggins. Speaking about Dr. Wiggins, Campbell
University President Jerry Wallace said,

This great mans in uence and
legacy will survive as long as
Campbell University endures.

A Lifetime of Accomplishments

A native of Burlington, North Carolina, Dr. Wiggins was a veteran of
World War II, where he served in the United States Marine Corps. After
returning from his service to our nation, Wiggins began his educational
pilgrimage and earned the Associate of Arts degree from Campbell Ju-
nior College, the Bachelor of Arts degree from Wake Forest College, the
Bachelor of Laws degree from the Wake Forest College School of Law,
and the Master of Law and Doctor of the Science of Law from Columbia
University School of Law.

Following a brief career with Planters Bank and Trust, Dr. Wiggins taught
law and served as General Counsel at Wake Forest College. On June

6, 1967, Wiggins assumed the presidency of Campbell College and im-
mediately began charting a course for the institution that would lead to
the establishment of one of the outstanding trust management programs
in the nation, an award-winning and nationally recognized Army Reserve
Of cers Training Corps (ROTC), and the establishment of ve professional
schools, including the School of Law, the Lundy-Fetterman School of Busi-
ness, the School of Education, the School of Pharmacy, and the Divinity
School. He also led in the College s move to university status in 1979.

In May 2003, following a thirty-six year tenure as president of Campbell
University, Dr. Wiggins retired. In recognition of his exemplary service,
the Board of Trustees named him Chancellor of the University.

Dr. Wiggins is survived by his beloved wife of more than 50 years, Millie.
The Campbell University law program was formally named the Norman
Adrian Wiggins School of Law in 1990.
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